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WWKY provides standardized training and
equipment for water quality monitoring
to eight basin organizations across the
state. We conduct focus studies on areas
of concern, provide water education to
communities, and publish our data for
the public through the Watershed Watch
Data Portal (kgs.uky.edu/wwky/main.
htm). WWKY also provides education on
the Clean Water Act, and resources about
green infrastructure and smart stormwater
management practices.

To learn more about water quality and volunteering with WWKY, visit our website and find the
basin team near you or contact Jo Ann Palmer at joann.palmer@ky.gov, 502-782-7032.

What We Do

Watershed Watch in Kentucky (WWKY)
is a statewide citizen science monitoring
effort to improve and protect water quality
by raising community awareness and by
supporting implementation of the goals
of the Clean Water Act and other water
quality initiatives.
The vision of the organization is an
educated public that places a high
value on water quality and has a better
understanding of scientific data, ensuring
that all streams in KY are healthy (fishable,
swimmable, and drinkable).

WWKY Programs

WWKY programming seeks to address our guiding principal, “Delivering science to the
people and people to the water’s edge”.

Core Monitoring

Lake Monitoring

Volunteers are trained
to make scientific
field observations
and collect bacteria
samples from their
local waters. Volunteer
data is reviewed by
a team of science
advisors from each
basin organization to ID potential
problem areas.

Through this
program
volunteers are
trained to collect
basic data from
lakes that can be
used in tandem
with remote
sensing models.
These data are
used to track the prevalence of Harmful
Algal Blooms (HABs) and other problems
in KY’s lakes.
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This program provides
volunteers with
tools for interpreting
monitoring data,
allowing citizens to
identify sources of
problems and find
resources to effect
positive change
in water quality. Resources include
the Watershed Watch Data Portal,
Basin Report Cards, and Annual Basin
Conferences where volunteers can
discuss their results and next steps.

Youth
Stream
Team
Established
in 2019, this
partnership
between WWKY and Kentucky 4-H trains
students across the state in the suite of
WWKY methods. Group leaders provide
students with hands on lessons related to
water quality, teach them how to analyze
data, and assist them with a student led
community service project to improve
their watershed.

